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"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter. 

 
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not  
necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 

 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes.  

The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any  
material in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or  
take (or refrain from taking) any action. We do not make any warranty or  
representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in  

this Newsletter. 
 

In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability  
for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation,  

loss of business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever  
resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter. 

 
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical  

inaccuracies and typographical errors. The information contains material  
submitted and created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any  

illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" 
The purpose of these self-help gatherings is to gain a better understanding  

and a working knowledge  of the vehicles in our charge. 
It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work carried out on these vehicles 

will  replace the expert knowledge of  those that specialise in this field. 
Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her motorcar maintained 

by a  qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the 
vehicle themselves. 

 
 

My calls for Members to contribute have not gone unnoticed. 
We may have missed our last meeting in October due to unforseen circumstances, but 
with many thanks to Mark Herbstreit, we have a very informative account of the 
repairs to the headlight wipers on Mark’s Camargue. 
 
This accessory was fitted, not only to this particular model, but also in various forms 
on later Shadows and early Spirits and their derivatives. 
 
Many thanks Mark for your valuable contribution. 
 
Robert Wort 
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Keeping your eyes clean 
By Mark Herbstreit 

 
I decided to have a go at fixing the headlight wipers on the Camargue. A bigger job 
than expected! 

  This is the wiper motor situated below the left hand headlight behind the bumper.  
The inner guard has been removed for access. 
 

  The white plug to the motor had been left unplugged.  When plugged back in you 
could feel the wiper arms trying to park but everything was obviously seized up.  
Hence the reason it had been left unplugged  (blown fuses etc) 
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These are the central wheel boxes with cover removed behind the grill above the 
electric fan.  The grille has been removed (The easiest part of the whole job!).  You 
can see it is the worst place for mud water etc.  This was completely seized and would 
be the first place I would start trying to free things up. (Before going the full Monty 
like I did).  Plenty of Penetrene, oil whatever you have just start soaking. 
 

This is looking straight at the front of the car grille removed. The tube running 
diagonally up to the wheel box comes from the motor up through a drive wheel 
(directly behind and connected to the front one you can see in the picture, and 
continues across to operate the right hand wiper).  The tube running at the top of the 
wheel box controls the left hand wiper. Spirits and Spurs may have a slightly different 
layout, as their wipers are at the bottom of the headlight not the top like the 
Camargue.  They may run straight along behind the bumper.  This would be simpler.  
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There was a valuable lesson in timing to be learned as we found out later!  The central 
front and rear wheel boxes are directly joined and as the cables run through a crimp 
there was no obvious way to separate the left side drive from the right side drive and 
there was no way to make the cables jump the gear.  More on this later. 
 
 
 
 
 

Back down at the motor.  Centre of picture the retaining nut has been removed from 
the drive cable.  The bracket around the motor Bottom left hand corner has one 
retaining nut (out of shot).    
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This is one of the wheel boxes directly behind left hand headlight.  Decided not to 
touch these, as it would probably involve pulling the other 50% of the car apart. The 
little cable is the fibre optic to the dinky side markers on the guard. 

The wiper arms were loosened off so the wheel boxes behind the headlights could 
spin while the drive cables were removed.   
 

The motor ready to be pulled out complete with drive cable. 
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The drive cables removed.  Before removing this it would have been a good (read 
brilliant!) idea to mark the relationship between the left hand cable and the right hand 
cable as they pass through the centre wheelbox.  It is not easy to explain but as one 
cable feeds through the central wheelbox from one side the other cable has to feed 
through the other side.  When time for reassembling we naturally started feeding both 
cables through at the same time but found when the left headlight cable was fully 
home the right cable was sticking an extra 150mm from the end of the motor.  Take 
two! Started feeding the motor cable first then after about 150 mm start feeding the 
left headlight cable.  This time too much pudding at the other end.  Take 3 feed a little 
less of the motor cable through then the second cable.  Fluked it this time!  This 
wouldn't have been so bad if the cables had not been so stiff in the tubes.  Despite the 
copious amount of grease etc. the tubes that the cables run through have some nasty 
bends to negotiate. This made trial and error, time consuming. 
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Cover off the wheelhouse time for some new grease.  Pulled the circlip off gear out 
etc taking note of thrust washers etc. 

Exploded view of motor! Brushes look new (at end of blue and red wires).  Evidence 
of water in bottom of motor no evidence of grease on end bush!  Care needs to be 
taken on reassembly to move brushes out of the way.  Strong magnet tries to suck 
everything together. 
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Cables all washed in petrol blown clean with air gun everything soaked in new grease.  
Motor bench tested (runs like new) 
 
 
 
 
 

More copious amounts of grease. Final result after the third time the cables were 
threaded through to the headlight wheelboxes a little jiggling to get everything home.  
Motor bolted back on tested and parked, wiper arms tightened up in park position 
reassembly of grille inner guard etc etc etc.  Probably never use them but at least they 
work! 
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Thank you again Mark. 
 
Now the contributor’s ball is rolling, let us keep the momentum. 
 
If any other Members have something to contribute (With pictures please), then I would love 
to hear from you. 
 
Until next issue, 
 
Happy motoring. 
 
Robert Wort 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


